
UHI’s Role in our 

local communities
Debbie Murray, Principal UHI North Highland 

Click to add textClick to add textClick to add text



Where learning means more

Click to add text



Where learning means more

UHI • 36000 students

• 6200 staff

• £560m annually to the region



Where learning means more

UHI
• 72% of our research is world leading 

• 4th in Scotland in the National Student Survey

• 1st in Postgraduate taught teaching 

• SCDI Award – outstanding contribution to 

economic development in our communities 



Where learning means more

UHI • Staff are mainly college employees subject to 

national bargaining

• Government funding announcements have hit 

colleges harder than universities for the 

coming year
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Where learning means more

UHI NWH
• 600 staff

• 9000 students

• 23000 FE credits 

• 900 HE FTE’s

• 475 MA’s and 80 FA’s

£24 million 
turnover 



Where learning means more

Our strengths
+ A Tertiary Curriculum with 

seamless Progression: 

Engineering & Construction, Rural 

Studies, Golf Management, Digital 

Pedagogy, Archaeology, 

Sustainable Development, Creative 

Arts, Gaelic, Outdoor Adventure 

Studies and Marine Tourism, Early 

Years, Health and Social Care, Rural 

and Maritime, Hospitality, Computing, 

Education…

+ Innovation: Entrepreneurship 

and business start up. 

Advancing manufacturing 

support for businesses.  



Where learning means more

Our strengths

+ Senior phase: College Qualifications for S4, S5 

and S6 pupils, while at school.

+ Work-based learning: delivering a highly skilled 

workforce

+ World class research, located in our 

communities: 

+ Environmental Research Institute, 

+ Centre for Online Research and 

Education, 

+ Centre for Recreation and Tourism 

Research.



Where learning means more

Economic opportunities
Education and training to support 

economic recovery and investment:

+ Net zero ambitions

+ Renewable energy

+ Offshore wind

+ Engineering and manufacturing

+ Aquaculture

+ Space industry

+ Low carbon and sustainable communities 



Thanks

Debbie.murray@uhi.ac.uk

07818087661


